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(C9) 
few Months, Bare been all by the Ears 
together again. 5 
The Warmth, therefore, with which 
certain Gentlemen inveigh d againſt this 
great, tho but Temporary Confidence, in 
the Crown, at a time, when it was by all 
Diſcerning People judg'd io neceſſary for 
the Safety of our Conſtitution in Church 
and State, rendred all their Applications 
ſuſpected, and was the true Cauſe, why, 
our Parliaments, concluding with them- 
_ ſelves, that it was in reality occafion'd b 
ſome conceal d Sparks of that Fire w 
Flames had ſo lately been like to Devour 
us, thought neceſſary, the more the Cry 
increas'd, the more Reaſon there was to 
continue them : And thus, all or moſt part 
of the Expence of our ſtanding Army, is, 
juſtly Chargeable to the reſtleſs Spirit of 
Party, that woud not wait 'till our Fears 
were worn off, and until no Excuſe cou d 
with any face, be given to continue them : 
A thing, which otherwiſe wou'd certainly, 
have happen'd in a very ſhort time. - 

7 here, however obſerve, that, th 
the Crown, has been poſſeſs d of theſe two 
great Powers for ſo many Tears, it does not 
appear, that any wrong Uſe has been ever 
made eit ber; nor can I find that the 
moſt warm of the Country -Party can lay 
their Finger upon any one Abuſe of them in 
ſo long a Courſe of _ | _ 
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themſelves, from the growing I 
of the People. 

But bebol#! to their very great * 
=4p> 5 28 Hh hs the new Parliament 
met, they with cord paſt 
Riot aud the Militaty Ads; dn 
4 was, every Day, nidre 
Reaſon the other, to Strengthen the 
Crown apa iuſt the Arts of 4 Sett 6f Men, 
who- covering their real Designs, With an 
Air of Uprightnefs and Populatity, were 
gaming, daily, more Ground amongſt the 
otter People, and ſapping away the real 

B 2 Foun- 


Aas, without gamin much 
themſelves, * am repaid, in 
tiful Harveſt, with Ahich the 


( 12 ) 
Foundations of our ſolid Happineſs, by 
weaning the Hearts of the Subjects, from 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government. 
This, however, did not diſcourage the 
Faction, oy ſtill continued their weekly 
. threw out their Craſiſmen, 


Labours, an 
and other Party-papers full of inflammatory 
Matter, alarming the Nation with Fears 
and Jealouſies, not of Popery, and Slavery, 
but of the extraordinary Power veſted in the 
King, and of the growing Greatneſs of the 
Miniſter ; and no Means was left untried, 
to arraign the Conduct of the latter, or 
to I the Judgment of the former for 
Confiding, in a Perſon, whoſe Character, 
they had ſo artfully traduced amongſt the 
People; and thus, our Affairs ſfiood, when 
the Exciſe Scheme was brought into Par- 
liament. 3 
We are to conſider, from this ſnort Re- 
view of our Affairs, that, tho by ſuppreſ- 
ſing the Rebellion, there was an End put 
to the open War, with which our Civil and 
Religious Rights were threatned; there 
was not, however, an End put to the ſame 
wicked and reſtleſs Spirit, which gave it 
Birth; this ſtill ſurviv'd, to diſturb our Re- 
poſe, and in Forms, as various as thoſe of 
Proteus, made Perpetual Inroads upon the | 
Minds of the People, never deſpairing, bat, | 
that one time or other, it ſhou d be 3 
l a 


| 7 benſome Taxes with which bis People bad 


1 
effe& by Fraud and Deceit, what i it cou'd 
not by open Force. | 
This was not unknown to the Diſcem- 
ing amongſt us, and was the unfortunate 


Occaſion, why, in Times of appearing Peace 
and Tranquillity, we were oblig'd to keep 
our Armies on Foot, and almoſt in Every 
Particular, to be at as an 

as if there had been an Actual War. 


But this Migfortune mar not heaoter 
upon the Minas. of the People, who bore 
all tbe Expence theredf,: t an wpon ' bis 
Majeſty's ; ho obſerving, that notwith- 
ſtanding the great Payments made from the 
| Sinking Fund, towards che Diſcharge of 
dur Debts; yet, the neceſſary ces, in 
which theſe Party Diſputes involy'd the 
great, on the other Hand, 
ſs, upon the Whole, fell 
— he had flatter'd im- 
fe — have made, in ſuch a Number 
of Years, Pa like a prudent Prince, 
thought it high time, to look more narrow- = 
ly 30 bis Revenue Affairs, and to put them 
upon ſuch a Poſture, as might better enable 
him, to eſſect in ſome reaſonable Time, 
what had long been ſo near his Heart, the 
Diſcharge of the Debt, and the conſequent 
Diſc barge of "moſt of the uneaſy 


Nation, were fo 
_ —4 


2 


. been oppreſs. 0 | 
' He 
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ie found, that the Inland Exciſe on 
Teas, c. had greatly increas'd that Branch 
of che Revenue; and, as in the Common- 
Wealth of Holland, where Trade and Com- 
merce is more narrowly conſidered, than 
many other Part of 
Inland Exciſes of great Uſe, he determin'd, 
to throw ſome Branches of his — 
into the ſame fort of Management; und 
Racommonded therefore, that a Bill ſhou'd 
be proper d nd brought into Parliament 
for that Purpoſe. - 

Here then; indeed, was new Matter for 


they did it eſfectually; for, tho no Bill was 
ever more ſtrenudally inſiſted upon, of the 
Conrt Side of the Queſtion, they were forced 
do drop it. However, t was artfully re- 
r and be- 
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This Sureeſs was imitediately followed 
by a moſt Indecent and a Trinmph ; 
I muſt fay, indecent and nnmanty; for it 
was really ſo, to have Recourfe to ſuch 
ler 


they had found | 


the. Party to exert themſelves upon, and 
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| (as be freely bimſelſ ozons in his Manifeſto) 
from guarding hisCoaſts proceeded to ſearch- | 
ing our Ships at Sea, making Prizes of our | 
Merchantmen ; ſeizing, upon frivolous Pre- 
tences, and ſometimes without any at all, 
many of our Ships, ill- treating our Mari- 
ners and Maſters with unheard of Inſolence, 
and committing. ſuch Barbarities upon 
them, as have done Diſhonour to the Bri- | 
#5 Name wherever they have been men- 
But theſe Proceedings ſerv'd only as 
Teftimonies of their Contempt ; their De- 
.d us reach d further yet; well 

that nr Goop FartxDs, who 

headed the Faction in Expgland, wou'd 
have given us fo much to do at Home, | 
that we _ not venture 1 War; | 
conceived Hopes to ſtrip us of all our 
—_ and Plantations ks , and 
were neither afraid nor aſham'd, in one of 
their Declarations, to avow their Right to | 
many of them, advancing, in rt of | 
their Claim, the Bull of Pope Alexander | 


the Vith ; a Claim! of which the bare 
Mention wou d have been deem d, at _ 
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(17) 
ther Seaſon, the higheſt Inſult that could 
People. 

But all this, however, in our divided 
Condition, begot on „ pe open 
our Court to that 2 Mok, which, 
_ the Convention, ſo mach 

I am very ſure, however, no Man will 
ſay, but it wou'd be eligible, in our Con- 
dition, to get SatisfaQion from Spain, by 
Treaty, rather than by a War; and that 
we ſhould have been able to have obtain d, 
long before now, all that we could reaſon- 
by Negotia- 
tion, the Caſe ſeri- 
ouſly, and without Prejudice, can doubt, 
had we not; by our #nteftive Diviſions, 
betray'd ſuch a Weakneſs, as made the 
King of Spain imagine we ſboud bear a 


thing, rather than venture on a Mar; 


tings diſpers d thioug h the * 4 
coaſpert the Adminiſtration, to diſtreſs his 
—— Majeſty's 


18 ) 
Majeſty's Affairs, to inſlame the People 
with Fears and Jealoufies, and to divide 
'the Nation one againſt another, that they 
as it was to Tyr and 


E at laſt, to their immortal Honour 
| eſſon, at laſt, the Contempt and Scorn 


i to reader the Name of Britain, 
Oper its Neighbours, and encouragd the 


Spaniſh King, reren 
a3 he has done throughout the 
whole Conduct of that Affair. 


It is, and has always been the Misfor- 
tune of Mankind, thatthe honeſt many are 
too eaſily and too often deceiv'd, by the | 
2 : 
always open to the Cries of Liberty, and 
whenever there riſes up in a State, « Per- 
ſon Ambitious in bis Nature, and Eloquent | 
0 Gila over, with ſpecious Pretences, bis | 
own private aſpiring Views, be bas ſeldom 
wanted Follewers, amoneft the infatuated 
People; to the great Diftrattion of the 
2 to the utter Suboer fron of 


tude cainly thoug be to ſecure 10 * 


We have had a Bloody Inftance of this 
in our own Country, and almoſt in our own 


Time; when, a private and obſcure Per- 
fon, taking advantage of the inteftine Di- 
vi ſion: with which this Nation was then 
rent and divided, by the artful Manage- 
ments and Writings of the CaArrsxEM, 7 
tho 
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People ( 4 COMMON-WEASLT 


hey had waded through fuch 


way * — an Obſcure Wretch, a 
Scum of the Pot, which in Boiling: got 
permoſt. For OL1vrR, to Seat * in . 
Marder 4 Maſter's Throne, to Exerciſe the 


moſt Unlimited and- Arbitrary Tyranny over 


theſe Nations, that ever they knew, ſinee 


— 


reſtored them to Liberty, without any AF- 
ſiſtance of their own, and that, at 2 time, 
when not a Second Man in Britain durſt 
even with for, or expect it. 
To this hopeful Paſs did the Publick 
Spirit of the Patriots of Forty One reduce 
e 
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aus; and I heartily wiſh, that Gentlemen, 


who now ſuffer themſelves to be hurried 
away by Factions and Cabals, from that 
Spirit of Peace and Concord, which alone 
can make a People happy, would reſt but 
for a little Seaſon, to conſider coolly, hc 
far they have already gone with their Pa- 
 #riots of Thirty Nine, and from thence 


conclude with themfelves, whether there | 


be not already rifing amongſt us, 4 Spirit 
which ſeems to threaten the Commonwealth 


of England with new Conoulfions. 
We have already, within the Co 
of a few Months, ſeen a Number of Gen- 


tlemen withdraw themſelves from the 
Houſe of C—-ns, 


try for R 


Truſt repofed in them, and giving up, in 
as full a manner as they could, their dele- 
gated Right, to Repreſent in Parliament, 
the Shires and Boroaghs that ſent them ; 
and all this only, becauſe the Majority of 
their Hs had Complaiſance enough, zo 
pay his Majeſty the uſual iments, of 
an Addreſs of Thanks, for the Pains be 
had talen about the Convention : As if bis 
Majeſty were not worthy to be thank d for 
it, the the ill Spirit which ſo flagrantly 


Endeavours ineffeaual on that Head. M 
* We 
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and, as if they were 
purſued by an Enemy, fly into the Coun- 


efuge: Abandoning the Great 


diſplayed itſelf at home, rendered all his | 
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milled by the Poi 
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We have ſeen the Great City of London 
reje& a Gentleman whoſe Right it was, by 
long Cuſtom and Uſage, to be Eleged ; 
and that for no private Diſlike, no feign d 
Cauſe to cover their publick Diſguſt, 1 5 
for this plainly an 3 avowed Rea - 
ſon, that he voted I hanks to bis Majeſty. 

We have ſhortly after ſeen the ſame 
Great City (who was of the foremoſt, in 
the late Glorious Revolution, and who 
brought in, to the Prince of Orange, on his 
<a of 
L. z oo, ooo, to enable him to lay 1 


of Succeſſion) we have ſeen this Ch 
onous ——but laufible 
and defig —.— 


11 i, 


Infmuations of a * ariful 


ſentatives, to agree to no Money Bill, un- 
til firſt a Bill againſt Placemen in the H— 
of C ns ſhou'd be paſs d into a Law. 
We have ſeen ſeveral Addreſſes from the 
= IRE 
low xample, to 
ſentatives to the ſame — 
We have ſeen our Political Papers, ſtuff d 


with ſcarce any thing elſe, but — 


on the Right inberent in the People, in a 


tumultuary manner to Petition the King 


againſt Grievances; a Right which however 
ſtrong in the People, has ſcarce ever been 
_ exerted 


0 22 ) 
exerted but as a Prelude to Publick Dif 
turbances and Revolutions. 
And we ſee the. Members, who with- 
drew themſelves from the laſt Seftion, re- 
turning to this, with Menaces in their 
Mouths, that unleſs they are ied with 
(in whatever th ſhall think fit to ask 1 


uppgſe) they will retire for ever. 
n proſpect does all 


Precipice does it lead us? But I ſhall follow 
this Dark Path. no farther, and here I 
leave it, to the Reflection of all thoſe who 
think proper to conſider about it. 

Thus much I ſhall however adventure 
to ſay, that it is evident, almoſt to a De- 
monſtration, that Spain never durſt to have 
play'd us the many fl; Tricks ſhe has 
„ had ſhe not been convinced, from 


|. aner of 4 
the War in _ - — 1 


the Diſapointment alſo of all our ourTrea- - 

ties and Alliances, and the General Loſs 
of Influence and Cr Credit at foreign Courts ; 
for they as well as Spain, have = taught 
zo think, that, rent by * Divifuns, 
we 


this afford! Whors moſt it edt To what - 


(623) 


we can no longer be of that Weight 1 in the 


Balance of Europe, which we were known 
in former Days to have been, and that, 
no longer — yy Warhke Meaſures, or 
appear in eld, as heretofore, in De- 
fence of the Liberty of aha 
Nor have we ſuffer'd only in the Opini- 
on of Foreign Princes; it is much to be 
fear d, we have ſufferd in the Opinion 
even of our own; and that all the pacifick 
Diſpoſitions of our Court may probably be 
owing to the ſame prevailing Notion, that 
England could not prudently engage in a 
War, at a Time when an ill Spirit 
to manifeſt itſelf at Home. 
If we confider a little the Conduct of 
our Miniſtry, within this Era of Time, 
this remarkable Era of the Crxarromian, 
we ſhall find, that, before this Time, it 
was frequently and earneſtly tecommended 
from the Throne to Paritament, to think 
of Methods to diſcharge the Publick Debts, 
that the People might be eas d of the into- 
lerable Load of 'Taxes under which they 
groand; a Sinking Fund was formed for 
rpoſe, and we have ſeen the Credi- 
tors, as well as the Debtors, joining, in 
an amicable Reduction of Intereſt; to en- 
large that Fund, from' whence alone any 
Hopes of Eaſe, and an End of Taxes could 
be hop'd for: We have ſeen, by this Fund, 
| on 


( 24 ) 
on a fair Balance of Accounts, that ſome 
Millions of our unwieldy Capital have been 
paid off; but from the unhappy Time 
when the Infection began univerſally to 
ſpread itſelf, Thoughts of this ſort gave 
way to others of greater Moment : The 
ion now was no longer about the Ba- 
lance of Power abroad, or the Diſcharge 
of the Debt, and the Eaſe of the People 
at home; it became of more immediate 
Weight and nce, it was now how 
to ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; how to 
preſerve oor Liberties and Religion from 
the falſe and invidious Infinuations of a 
reſtleſs, diſcontented, and diſaffected Party 


_ at Home, 


Theſe Gentlemen have already, but too 


| ſucceſsfuliy, prevailed to poiſon the Minds 
of many honeſt, but unthinking People; 


prudent, but abſolutely neceſſary, that 
every other Conſideration ſhould give place 
to that which muſt always be of the great- 
eſt Conſequence to Engliſhmen, The De- 

fence of the Proteſtants Religion, on the ſo- 
uiid Baſe of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, on 


which alone the Liberties of England can 


fland with any tolerable Security; and thus, 
by this unfortunate Party Spirit, have we 
for a time loſt Sight of that agreeable Pro- 
ſpect, the Diſc N 
13 much Reaſon to hope 


and it became now, therefore, not only 


But 
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| what is it, that has reduced our Miniſtry: 


able to make Head, 


| nz he prvnd Spaniard cath it by 


fick manner from the moſt 


War, which we hav 


CW I 
But this is not the only Misfortune whick 
we owe it, for all our Diſtreſſes, all our 
Diſapointments, at home and abroad, have 
been occaſion'd by the ſame unhappy Party 


rat. | | 

What is it that oblig'd the Diſcerning 
Men of the H ſe of ns to keep an 
Army on Foot in 'Times of univerſal Peace, 
but the Apprehenſion, that in Cafe the 
Troops are disbanded, that Difaffected 


Hes might ga 


the State, defenceleſs and diſarm d s and 


to the ſhameful neceſſity of purchaſing the 
Alliances of foreign Princes, who when we 
were united amongſt ourſelves, earneſtly, 
ſought our Friendſhip ; but the ſame fafti- 
ous Spirit, which made us appear to them 
all, a People of uncertain Being, a 


inteſtine Divifions, and unſecure of Dura- 


| tion for even another Parliament? This is 


the Cauſe of all our Misfortunes : The 
Cauſe of thoſe Inſults which we have long 
been oblig d to bear, in a ſhamefully paci- 


contemptible 
Power in Europe: The cauſe of the preſent 


e at laſt been fore d to 
1 


h 


626 


Ik then it be the 
many, nay, that we owe all our Misfortunes 
to this Fatious Spirit, I hope the Nation 
will figd their Error, and no longer ſuffer 
themſelves, to be made the Tools of a few 
Deſigning Men who while they tickle our 

nations with the ſpecious Sounds of 

berty aud Publick Spirit, like Jugglers 


- * 
a | * * 
* * & « 


We are to conſider now, that the Eyes 
of all Earope are, at this Juncture, fix d up- 

the . Britiſh Parliament. They have 
fon, with Surprize, the K-— of Great 


Throve, which they casi ima. 


reality but to deprive. us of 


: 
' 
- 
all the while, who bid us hold faſt the 
| Money which they are at the, ſame time 
y. taking out of our Hands, mean. 
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we have ſo often an 


| #9; it were full time to add to them thoſe 


fear. The Nations around us, who owe 
' their yet ſurviving L berties to the Brizifb 


by a People, who have long known =o other 
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to treat us in the contemptuous manner 
they have hither to done. | 

Let us then exert our ſelves in our own 
Cauſe, with the ſame glorious Spirit which 
ſo lately ſhewu in 
the Defence of the Liberties of others, 
and we ſhall certainly have the ſame glo- 
rious Succe(s. as Ex 

Our Stores are ſtill full of the Trophies 
taken from the Invaders of Publick Liber- 


of the Invaders of our own. = 
For Alliances, if Occaſion be, let us not 


Valour, can never fit tamely by, to ſee the 
Bulwark of their Liberties broken down 


Obftacle to Univerſal Monarchy, than the 
Britiſh Arms ; if they have hitherto, with 
extraordinary Caution, avoided to contract 
Alliances with us, it was from that fatal. 
Notion which encouraged the Spaniard ſo 
Jong to inſult us ; imagining with him, that 
rent by inteſtine Diviſions, we durſt not 
enter into a War; but now the Stroke is 
ſtruck, they will be immediately undeceiv- 
ed, if a proper Unanimity in our Parliament 
leaves them room to believe, that we are 

ſtill one People, and that however we may 


cavit with one another, in Times of Peace, 
we are akvays _ when the Commerc 7 
> the 


2) 
the Honour, or the Glory of the Nation is 
concern d. 

Such Conduct a as this, in a Cauſe ſo ju 
and equitable as ours, muſt immediately 
procure an honourable Peace ; but if we 
yield ourſelves Tools to the Fatious, and 
loy our Time in peeviſh Altercations, 
— 5 ſtanding (as we are earneſtly ſollici- 
ted by a certain Sett of People) upon 
Points with the Crown, we ſhall quickly 
convince the foreign Powers, that they had 
conceived right Notions of us ; and that 
however we may put on 4 Face ff War, 
for a Seaſon, we muſt ſoon, by our inteſtine 
Diviſions, be reduced to the ſhameful Ne- 
ceſſey of ſuing for a Peace; this will give 

them Courage 
ſome lucky Turn in Britain, that may fa- 
vour their Deſigns, and we ſhall entail a 
War upon ourſelves, for many Years, which 
a proper Union amongſt ourſelves cannot 
fail to finiſh in one. 8 = 
ay Grievances there be, that require 
Redreſs: If any undue Influence is made 
uſe of, either within doors in p or 
without, upon EleQions, a Seaſon is now 
near at Hand, when the Electors have it in 
their Power, to ſend up ſuch Repreſenta- - 
tives, as they ſhall judge proper: Let the 


Matter be referr d to them; but if contra- 


ry to all Rules of good Policy, nay! if con- 
trary to the Rules of Common Prudence, 
b we 


to ſtand out, in Hopes of 


( 29 ) 
we are urg d to addreſs our Repreſenta- 
tives, to make a Bill againſt Placemen 4 
previous Step to a Money Bill, let us ſuſ- 
pe& the Promoters of ſuch an Addreſs, of 
undue Influence, and brand them as Ene- 
mies to their Country: Men of reftleſs Spirit, 
and unbridled Ambition, who becauſe they 
cannot themſelves get intothe Adminiſtration 
of the Publick Af airs, would throw all 
things into Confuſion, and with a De 


= 


rate Rage, overturn the Common-IWe | 
over which they cannot preſide. Dd 
As for ſuch Corporations, who have al- 
ready Addreſs d their Repreſentatives, I am 
very ſure it was upon a Preſumption, that 
all our Preparations for War, were only to 
amuſe the Publick ; they were Aſured by 
certainPeople, that there wou'd be noWar ; 
that their Trade and Commerce wou d be 
left at the Mercy of every Invader, and that 
until ſuch time as they cou'd get a Parlia- 
ment, over which his Majeſty ſhou'd have 
no Influence (by which 1 ſuppoſe they in 
their Hearts meant a Parliament diſaffected 
to hisMajeſty and the Proteſtant Succeſſion) 
no Steps 


0 


de now very 


_ TÞ 
all thoſe Corporations, and particularly the 
Great and Important City #1 London, wou'd 
ſorry to have their Deſires 
lied with; or to ſee the Enemies of 
| England gratified by any idle Diſputes in 
Parliament ; which cou'd only ſerve to re- 
- preſent us as an impotent divided People, to 
thoſe foreign Powers, in whoſe Opinion, it 
is now of the laſt Conſequence to our Peace 
and Security, to ſtand in quite another 
Light; and I hope, when have ſeri- 
y weigh'd this Affair, to the great Di(- 
i of the Faftious, they will be 
"then, tho not as early, yet as warm in Ad- 
dreſſes to his Majeſty, on the preſent Poſture 


of Affairs, and thereby, take away for ever, 
any Hopes which either the Di/afetted 
am 


ft us at home, or the Enemies of En- 
abroad, might have conceiv'd, from 
the late Acai to their 2 
againſt Placemen or Men ö his 
I ſhall only beg thoſe Gentlemen, who 
have ſent up thoſe Petitions, ſeriouſly to 
conſider with themſelves, what Light muſt 
ſuch a Conduct appear in, at foreign Courts? 
Muff they not think, when no Perſon who 
holds a Poſt under his Majeſty, can be 
truſted by the People, that all Confidence 
between the King of Great Britain and 
his Subjects is at an End; and that he has 
no real Support in their Affections or good 
Opi- 


142 any rea 


a fy, as ſoon as may 


and haſty Proceeding, and, 5 
learn what Confidence we may | 


Intereſt of the Crown- ani of the People 


' which I could heartily wiſh were not as 


'7 


Opinion: No Securi 


1 

3 
in a Standing Army and a i- 
ty in Parliament ? ? And muſt 
ceſſarily conclude from thence, 


— Bo 
roops, the whole Nation would 


poſe. in Perſons, who Fold be. | 


— 2 Hens; 
2 that In be 


3 I heartily wiſh, that tho 


may be always the fame.” . „ | 
that, in the preſent JunQure of fairs, 
they: cannot with any Safety to the Whole 
be divided; and tho there are many things 


they are, I think the proſent Seaſdn an im- 
one, to a a 'Redreſs by any 
Proceedings. The Honour of Eng- 
7 and the very Being of the Britiſb 
Liberties, require a fteady and unſbalken 
Unanimity amongſt ourſelves ; and I hope 


it ſhall never be in the Power of deſigning 


n= 


